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Story Told of Illiterate China 
man and Great Work. 


WANG FOO 


The Mysterious Ways of 


By Sidney C. Partridge 


In Fukien Province He Stnrted 
a Christian Ores niznt ion. 
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Had His Own Ten Command' 
incuts — Good Ones. 


same China Joes, can see night-eld*. "Tea. Sir. everythin* la absolutely noise and confusion reigned supreme metal which the Chinese boat-women are "Con Chok.’ the 'Bird of Con- 

can savee what side tieffee man go. secure, and the room Is locked and as the soldiers on board attempted to wear Instead of putting their savings fuelua - Tbst first symbol Is tbs fam- 

velly good." bolted every night. No one but my- force a passage for her to the steamer. In the bank). She worked it ofT her l! T name of the great Sage, sacred be- 

with this complimentary comparl- self holds the keys." When she finally was mads fast, a long ankls with difficulty and pain and rend words to every-aon of tha Celee- 

eon of the Chinese Detective to a na- "That lacquer cabinet la almost line of servants and retainers clamber- handed to him oil her worldly wealth. tlal Empire. To tear that word, to 

live divinity, Mr. Loong bowed his large enough for a man to conceal ed on the gangway, clearing the way “Where are you going now?" she »t*P °n It, to desecrate It In any way, 

way out from the Inspector’s office and himself behind It. Is It not’- for two high officers of state who had asked. la an Insult to the gode of literature- 

returned to the house of "Myriad Per- "Well, a small sized person might come to pay their respects to the great "To consult Old Dang the fortune- but to plunge a knife through IL as the 
feetione" In time for the afternoon rice, possibly squeeze I iT bat ween It and the departed one. They were Chang the teller at the Temple of the Queen of thief l n his hurry did. la to bring down 

Four days later Wang Foo. Captain wall." Fan-Tml (or Treasurer General) and Heaven." upon him and all hta family the ven- 

Brownlow and Mr. Taklmoto met by "Who cleans and dusts the room?" Woo the Tao-Tai Cor Intendant of the "Go: And may the lucky stare guide *® Bnc ® of high Heaven. When I charg- 

appolntment in ih« latter’* private re- -old Deaf Lee the coolie Is the onlr Circuit). They were of equal noble thee on thy way!" ed him with It yesterday, he fell faint- 

ceptlon room, from which the precious arrant allowed to enter here, and 1 >n addition to the embroider- Old Lang sat at hl B little table In the ln « on lh ® «<•"* floor of hla cell! But 

piece or Japanese embroidery had been KO OV er It after him every time." ed ceremonial robe* and disks, each temple court when Wan Seng arrived- 10 continue my story. Gentlemen when 

so ruthlessly stolen. A fair little maid "i s th | s o!d Mrvan; really deaf?" wore th„ three-eyed peacock feather ln It had been a busy day with him and 1 m * d * my first examination of the 

in silken kimono and brocade aaah -Quite deaf. Sir; that’s the reason hu hat. one with the knob of blue more than twenty customers had frBm * from which ths embroidery had 

stepped softly Info the room and plac- hlm the name - crystal and the other with the knob of learned from him the decrees of fate b ” n eul - > discovered that the thlaf 

. ut "“ m,,"" ,, , "Please send for him." red coraL More than two hours were and received advice on matters of per- ,n hl * harry had cut Into the head and 

, ™ Jr , ' The coolie was promptly summoned taken up with the elaborate ritual p re- sons! Importance. They waited til! a , n ®<* of th « bird, thus ruining the 

-f— " ;ZZ and put through a ngtl ezamlna’lor. scribed in the Book of Rites and Cere- quiet moment and then the boat -man', symmetry- of the flgure and making it 

ln hU native tongue while the two monies and they were escorted back to son told the story of the accident, of ' Practically Impossible fo r hire to dls- 

rir nltrS *“®*« ■ too<1 * nd ,rl ® d 10 sa'hcr sMi tbelr Junk with profound bows and the seizure of Ms father and of the «*>•* °f '< without very careful repair*, 

fh. them.elv^ ' bey could from hla y- Mures, fir the expression. of gratitude on the part of franilc efforU they were making to and’’— here he turned to Mr. Taklmoto 

aid ^rVe'ot.d ihe deUcIla clmreltra language was entirely beyond th -m. the Viceregal mourners. Once safely save his life. The seer turned over the —"our friend the manager will testify 

mJducid "That '* alL Gentlemen, and now I back In their little cabin, the,- both pages of a musty volume that lay be- ,hmt ,h ® « klII ® d workmen who could do 

cloisonne case the Investigation be- ™ u * t *“ k ,h » Privilege of a few davs breathed long sighs of relief and pro- fore him. made some mystic symbol. tbat » r ® onl J’ In Japan and the number 

' leisure to give this matter the thought c**d to exchange the uncomfortable on a tablet and raising up an urn con- ot th ® m *® v *ry limited. This lad me 

» and attention that It Jese-vrs." uniforms for the easy garments of taming allps of carved bamboo ahook *° concluda at once that It was not the 

This closed the Inter -tew cud. bid- * V ®T day life. them solemnly In ihe air as he bowed fl * ur ® of the entire bird that he want- 

ding them good-bye. Wang Foj seen- "Well, w, got safely through It." ex- thrice towards the shrine of the Queen Bd - but onl >’ the outspreading tail with 

tered out Into the highway and walked claimed Chang. One slip fell out and lay upon the ltB beautiful feathers. Someone, some- 

leisurely ln the direction of the Ave- “The luckiest escape of our Uvea!" table. He picked It up and deciphered was willing to pay a very high 

nue of Fragrant Waters. Reaching his answered Woo. the characters upon It. “Imperial ef- prlc ® for Peacock feathers — who could 

home, he said to the Venerable Grand j UJt whr [ t waa railed "a lucky es- ,ort -" b * »ald. He repeated the word. 11 ha? Th ® Chinese answer suggssled 

One: "I want a quiet afternoon and cape " will appear from Ihe following over elowly. "Imperial effort’ — and. ,u * lf •' once: It must be some high- 

evening— bid any guests return upon incident, and thereby hangs a tale. playing upon the similarity of sounds rBnk,d official. On Investigating fur- 

the morrow.’’ T «- 0 nlghU before, while they wer- add t d ’ “ 8 “h.tltut* work.” He turned |h.r I found that the only ones who 

"It Is don# as th# Master says.” re- brtn ging some baggage aboard the hU * nxlouB customer and wro:.- h * d b ** n ,n or near the Colony at that 
plied the aged attendant, as ahe care- )un k 'a careless bo': -man had .lipped up ° n “ * :lp of >*How paper. "The '« m »- were th. two dlgnllarl*. who at- 

fully bolted the outer gate and went . dropped a circular oll-akln cas. f,te * d ®cree that every effort must he te ? d * d the \lceroy . funeraL 

to prepare the tea. He ascended th* ln[ d , hs „. atar and )n . plu , of fran ,. c n» BdB to And a substitute." He ac- And how did you connect them wll* 
. steep steps into th* upper room, and efrort , to , av , u _ j, s » r .k before 1.1s «P l ® d the proffered fee and aald: "G. *" ™ haTy - . 

1 when the boiling tea and fragrant pipe eye , It conta med the official hit. if T * k Tor ,h ® hat-maker of Ihe , ° b ' * little < blneae Interrogation 

% appeared, he removed hi, silken Jacket and d ecorat!ons— the mr.i Impo-m! Dragon Alley and lell hl m to hav. the ,h ® 1 '" d «* ,h f K “i 

% ‘and eat down to ponder over what he Dart of , he . r —*311. when It became , two h *'* ready by th# morrow." brought that all to the light. I found 


Then Game Curious People — 
They Stujed to Pray. 


trance to th# Hong Kong Hotel, and heavy curtain of yeuow sun. wn.in 
«ho«« Btore a r«ndesvoua for tonr- *« rv ®d not only to exclude th© 
lit* and treasure hunters of every hut also to protect the delicate hanal- 
kind. work from the stem* rays of th© sun. 

■Thank you." replied the official The clerks stepped forward and stand- 
from Toklo. "I am sure you wIlL You in*, one on the right aide and one on 
know tha- Mr. Taklmoto Is one of our the left, proceeded to lift the curtain 
most respected residents ln the Colony, with all th* solemn impressiveness 
and he and hie friends feel this loss a P»lr of Cathedral verger* unveb.ng 
v«rv keenly. What especially worries a masterpiece of Raphael s. They had 
him Is that there was not only th* , hardly raised It a foot when the ladles 
theft of a very valuable work of art. simultaneously cried out: Why 

hut It was accompanied with wanton Something has happened to It 
destruction of property, as If some one almost ln the same breath 
was trying to do him a personal In- — It Is gone' 

Jurv." forward 

“If there Is anything of that kind In i on *J*® : 

It. we will he sure to And It out. Sir. 


anr 
It is gone 
Taklmoto hushed 
screaming ln hla native 
"Osoroshll koto! Osoroshli 
koto!" (A terrible thing, a terrible 
I hut I am qutte sure It could not have I thing!) The two clerks were simply 
heen an agent of anr or the other curio paralyzed with astonishment and fear, 
dealers In Queen s Road, for they arc ! Yes. It ’.vas moat certainly gone— not 
our A nest Chinese citizens. It would j unscrewed from the frame or care- 
only be some cheap shop-keeper down fully removed, but evidently slashed 
on the water front that would descend out with a very sharp knife as a Euro- 
to that." penn thief often cuts a valuable canvas 

• These International Jealousies nre from the wall It had been done during 
pretty strong, sometimes. Mr. Inspec- 'he night and evidently don# hastily 
tor - and with poor light, ns evidenced by 

’Yes. T know thov are. but I am sure the ragged edges of the silk and the 
the standing of your Arm Is too high scratches made by the knife on the 
for that. Sir. Messrs Taklmoto * Co. lacquered frame. Yet the thief had 
are very popular with their Chinese stopped long enough— wishing to post- 
neighbors and subscribe liberally to all P""e the hour at detection— to re- 
thelr charities It must be Just a case Place the curtain of yellow silk and 
of simple villainy— the thief may have even to tie together again the knotted 
injured himself In the dark, or he may cord, and tassel, that held It in place, 
have been frightened away or some- "Who could have done such an aw- 
thlng else may hav* occurred to anger ful fling. Mr. TaklmoroV Inquired Ihe 
him and he Just look his spile out on ladles, ns soon as their composure was 
the Arst thing he came across; Tv* recovered enough for them to speak, 
often had them do it." "Some robber. I suppose, who hopes 

"I hope It le nothing more. Good to sell It to a tourist." he answered, 
morning Sir." | “>fo native would steal it for himself.” 

■ Good morning. Mr. Consul, and tell ’ And la there no chance of recover- 
Mr. Taklmoto that we are Just as much 1 ln S It' - ' 

interested In this os he Is and that 1 "We.:, we hav# an excellent pollea 

have put my very best men to work on service here, and I am sure they wl.l 
the case. Wo nre sure to hear some- 1 ° all. they can to And It before it Is 
. thing In a day or two.” , smuggled out of the Colony." 


And two official hats of the rank ln 
question and thee* he agreed to sell to 
his customer for Ave and twenty Mex- 
icans. 

"But th* feathers, the peacock 
feathers with three eyes." exclaimed 
th# lad. "these are the most Important 
things of all; where can I get them?" 

“Nothing but the decree of heaven 
could bring you them In this Island." 
waa th* saddening answer. "The Bird 
of Confucius wears them only for 
those of noble rank. But buy th# hats 


He found the door, opened It and 
climbed the rickety stairs to the hum- 
ble ebod# of him who was known as 
"Deaf Lea. the coolie." 

What they there said and did. and 
what the uncle planned to sav# his 
brother's llf» had better be told by 
Wang Foo himself, th# unraveller of 
the mystery. 


"Yes. Sir. they feel very sensitive The case was at once reported to the 
about anything happening to on# of ' authorities and Captain Brownlow had 
Ihelr countrymen, especially In a port responded ln person and gone Into the 
like this. But. es I said to Mr. Takl- *’ 

moto’s heed clerk, ’there’s nothing per- 


the beginning of our chap- 

eonal'ln" this at ail— It’s lust plain out- , ter between the Japanese Consul and 
and -out robbery, that’s all. and It the Chief Inspector. 

might have happened to any English Mors than a week passed by. but in- 
firm Just the same as to yours.”’ trace of the missing peacock. Th# po- 
"Have you put the native officers to lice at all the ports from Singapore to 
work on the pawn -•hope"" Tien-Tsin had been wired to and the 

’ Yes. Sir. we’re having a thorough Japanese themselves had notified their 
elesn-up of the whole lot." own officer#, but It had vanished com- 

’Then have all the European hotels ptetely from eight. The Arm of Takl- 
warned to look out for curio dealers moto A Co. had received no end of per- 
and peddlers trying to sell to tourists, sonal visits and letters from sympa- 
and have an officer at the gang-way of thetlo friends ln the Colon-.-, all of 
•Vary steamer, to catch them If they whom eeemed to feel It as a direct re- 
try to get on board. It’* almost sure fiectlon upon them that such a valu- 


t "A very clever capture. Mr Wsng." v '^.' nr ' 0 or ,our ° r ,n#m ’ 

seld Inspector Wallace to the Hong * 55 ; .. „ ,, ^ 

V: y Kon * of mystery, when, a few m ' '‘ rlif are 'l haiVL,’' Rni* 

W M day* later, they met by appointment at ' „ “ 1 oire of *t hi 

W Jlfl the scene of the now famous robbery n.ffflj. 1 „ ; h Y h * . 

MM But.” he added with pardonable pride. w " * B ‘" 

MBM "I think It only Just to the Department ?~ d , ... 

ME 1 10 say that w. have suspected Dr.f ™ In, ° * ry of ,h * 

Mg II from th® rery beff Inning- H® «u a * ‘ 

miuM questioned and questioned and hla J 4o " * ,f h * **■• * 

MM II room ba. been thoroughly searched. ' "V 1 * hlm ” u '‘ 7 “‘ ,W , ,ya 

ft I 1 but not a word of confeaslon could we * ' b ™*’ * nd lf h * b,d h**" * 

/ I I get out of him. nor could a tree# of “ nd ^ v * n ? bu "*' i ,bTO “« h * 

f 1 .h. missing embroidery ba found. Th* ” U " • h *'’, h « wou ' d b *, v * * 

f detectives have shadowed Mm every 'if Blll l. .Ith.r 

' moment alnce. but h. has not gone to *' ek * nd ° r l" 

any plac, where h. could dlspo.. of It. - 

And. then. Mr. Taklmoto had such con- and 1 b « Hn »o be worried abo ut it. 
Adenca In him and trusted th* old deaf 

creature eo Implicitly that It rather OR WORD8 TO THAT EFFECT, 
threw us off the trail. Would you last week several Item* were pat 
mind, tailing us what led you to Ax 1 : back owing to lack of time, apace and 
so quickly upon him?" that aort of thing, which no on# ex- 

"Wall, after a careful atudy of the cept those initiated nulls understand*, 
apartment. I fait very ®ur# that It had w# always dislike to leave out some* 
not been broken Into from without and thing of which we are aware, as there 
So my conclusion was. very naturally, are slwsye many things taking placw 
that It had been stolen from within of which we do not know or fall t« get 
Th# next question was the time. Mr- details which must perforce be unntiu 
Taklmoto saw the screen covered him- Honed. 

self late In the afternoon, and when I 

It waa opened at noon the next day. I: JUdT MI8BED PERFECTION. 1 

rone: th© tneft must clrarly htvt .... ... . .. 

taken place during the night or early “* ,h « 

In ih* morning. Now.” he said, vary nU * ofhw b ' m “' y ,ndf,m ® m ®' ®* 
jr Slowly, a, he sipped hi. cup of Japan- * ,1'”?' Crk ^lJ YVt h V., 

fllOl eso tea. "w# coma to the important ", !n « L ? ndon -, she d!d h " b ”« *• 

!iL^. 1 .location of th. man. No ona was In p, ®“* lh ® du,k >' *" d 

’.hat room between these houre-for l» succMdeA for h. , .Id to her as they 
the proprietor had It securely locked- pBr, ® d , Ah - nmOtm. If heaven had 

at --luus r-c- except Deaf Lee. and he ... only there «**£•*• ^ ,na 11 you woul « 

passible to Cb- for som* fifteen minutes or so. dusting °® «f*»»-®tipie. 
s-urt '»f <"an- It out at the close of the day. He must 

and to fail to have watched his master closely and. WE MIGHT FURNISH SLATS, 
ir At the Vice- taking advantage of a temporary ab- The Germans mad* tbelr bed; and 
a moat eerlcus , sence. have slashed out tha peacock now that they must lie In It they la* 


■I every way we can. 


I or First Class romiuirnlitrl) I *n I nicer 
IH-nllMry. at the Most Itensonnble 
I’rlccs. consult 


* ■» Topeka, K n 

I he i rcsrnl war. or high coat 01 ...- 
Ins. has not caused him lo raise his 
prices. You can arrord to travel miles 
lo patronize him. and wave money. 
ALL DENTAL WORK GUARANTEED 
f-fflen hours, g to If. Sunday, in to IS 

Rhone t 1 ...lv Afteodent 


W . A. HI. AIK 
MERCHANT POLICE 

Resilience win Wes’ fc Ishlli 


at which ahe presided with tho grace | "Well. Mr. Loong.” replied the Chief ■ . f 

of a veritable Oriental queen. Need- ns he ordered the office boy at one# tc ; * It 

less to say. she was one of Messrs- bring the tea and pipe for bis visitor. ft 

Taklmoto * Co.’s best customers and ’whil* this Is a serious loss for Mr - lgv t ” 

they had a atand.ng order to notify her Taklmoto. It must be exceedingly gral- \ ' 0 r " 

when any new and vary attractive ar- Ifylng to him and hi# frlenrs to know \ * 

tide was to be offered for eale. Just how high he stands In the community 
at this time they had put on ekhlbillo i and how much you feel for hlnv" 

a superb plec« of Japanese ambreM- "How you tlnkee. Mr. Wal-ta-cee. gan. Mr Taklmoto deacribed the dls- 

ary, and Mrs Weathereton# had * 1 - can cathe* tat tieffee man? My friend, covery of the iheft and all the atiend- 

raady cast envious eyes upon It as a Chinee Mandalln. talkce my no can *nt clrcumatances. The Assistant In- 
oenter- piece for the drawing-room It savee. ’cause b’longe* fashion atealee. spector told all that he knew and what 
was a screen, ret In a richly carvel no all same Chinese fashion.” had come to him from the native of- 

framo of lacquer and measuring some "It Is hard to sav who took It. Il Acer* and added a few suspicions of 

fiv# feet in height and four In width, may have been a foreign sailor — they hls own. Mr. Wang listened very *t- 
The flgure va# a peacock with out- sometimes steal curios and valuable tentlvcly, slopping them now and then 
erread tall and the handiwork was by natlvo stuff and carry It on board th* to make a few notes In a little book 
Ktshtmura's finest artists. Four men mall steamers to sell to the passengers which he drew from hls sleeve, 
had worked continuously upon It for when they get out to **» — but I think ”1 should like. Aral of all." he began, 
over three years and so delicate and so It much more likely to have been e “to be shown over this apartment 
perfect was the needle-work that th* native thief In league with some of where th# robbery took place." 
creature seemed to stand right out those hotel runners." "With pleasure.’ replied hie host, 

from the screen and every Individual " 3 ‘pose one week more you no can and. rising from their seats, they fol- 
feother to be quivering with motion ratchee he. I ttnkee velty good talker lowed him about the room while every 
Nothing approaching It In beauty bad Mr. Wang Foo come this side look door and window and screen was care- 
#ver been seen In Hong Kong — but the see." fully examined. 

price! Ah, that was what made even "He certainly Is a very able man In "Hoa there been any change what- 
the richest resident and the most lav- ferreting out crime among th# natives, ever ln th* furniture of the room since 
lsh tourist pause, for the figures ln and has helped us several tlmea" that night?" he asked- 
Mexlcan dollar* ran up Into the thou- "S’pose he came more chop-chop "Non# at all — everything stands now 
sands! more better. S’pose waltchee long exactly where It did then." 

"My dear Mrs. Atherton.” said our time, tlef can walkee Canton aid# — no Ha took hla stand ln the center of 
hostess to her old friend who had Just can catches-" the room and carefully surveyed its 

arrived on the mall steamer from Syd- "If the native detectives don’t gei contenta 

ney. "you must come down with me to any clue within a couple of days more. "Every door and window has Euro- 
Taklmoto’s tomorrow and see that I shall p« glad to have the assistance pean locks and hinges, has It not? 
perfectly exquisite peacock screen. 1 of Mr. Wang ln the case. Sir." There are no Japanese screens or alld- 

am Just hesitating about it for my “My chin-chin you talke# he — he ail I lag panels?" 
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